2016 Cover Crop Contract
September 6, 2016
Peninsula Pride Farms is offering its members a cover crop cost share opportunity this fall. Wheat is off and
corn silage will begin in a few days, so plan now to plant a crop that protects your fields from soil erosion and
retains nutrients for next year’s crop. In 2015 the Yahara Pride Watershed Project calculated an average
phosphorus reduction of 1.8 lbs/acre on fields with cover crops, compared to fields without cover crops. To
find out what the impact of cover crops could be in our region, Peninsula Pride Farms has developed a “Cover
Crop Challenge” (sent out earlier this year) and is now putting together the final details on its cost share
contract. See back side of this page for sign up information.
Cover crops are grasses, brassicas, legumes, small grains or other crops grown between regular grain crop
production periods for the purpose of protecting and improving the soil. In this region of Wisconsin, a
significant amount of the tillable acres has sufficient slope and runoff potential to be at risk for erosion if not
adequately protected. Eroding soil particles not only fill in wetlands and streams, but they also carry soil
bound phosphorus to surface water. Cover crops have a high potential to reduce phosphorus loss on fields
being harvested as corn silage with manure incorporated in the late summer or fall. Research has shown that
fields with winter cover incorporated in the spring have 55 percent less water runoff and 50 percent less soil
loss annually than do fields with no winter cover.
How it works:
ü Plant cover crops (whatever fits into your farming
system) in fields harvested for wheat, corn silage
or other cropping scenario,
ü Let PPF know how many acres were planted, how
they were established & what crops were
planted,
ü Share the SNAP files with PPF so that they can
evaluate the change in estimated phosphorus
loss from the standard practices compared to the
cover crop practice.
What do you learn?
• PPF will work with you and your crop consultant to calculate the risk of phosphorus loss from your field
and determine whether cover crops reduce this risk potential,
• Your fields will be added to the regional database without field or farm identification so that regional
averages can be calculated. You will be able to compare your fields to the regional average,
• PPF will also provide a comparison of soil loss with and without cover crops.
All individual farm data is confidential
This project can help you and Peninsula Pride Farms determine how cover crops fit into the farming systems in
Southern Door and Kewaunee Counties. Try planting the cover crop and, once established, go back and apply
manure through a low disturbance manure incorporation system.

2016 Cover Crop Contract
September 6, 2016

Rate:
$30 per acre.
Acre Limit:
50 acres. (This may be adjusted based on September BOD meeting.)
Due Date:
September 30, 2016 all documents must be mailed or provided to the contacts listed below.
Other qualifications:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PPF asks that these are acres not already in another government agency cover crop cost share contract.
PPF asks that substantial cover is grown before end of the growing season to be effective in erosion control.
Winter wheat planned to be harvested for grain in 2017, Winter triticale or Winter Rye planned to be harvested for forage
in 2017, and alfalfa seeded down in 2016 after winter wheat or winter triticale DO qualify for this program.
Questions regarding this program and eligibility can be addressed by the contacts below.
Rio Creek Feed Mill was offering a 10% rebate on specific cover crops and applications of these cover crops as a sponsor of
PPF. Other cooperatives & seed dealers are encouraged to contact the names below if interested in contributing.

PPF member:
Fields:

Acres:

Person certifying cover crop acres:
Date:

Andy Barta

Nick Guilette

Nathen Nysse

920-255-3700

920-304-6293

920-858-5756

agbarta@riocreekfeedmill.com

nguilette@agsource.com

nathen@tilthag.com

