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Gov. Tony Evers visited Deer Run Dairy on May 28 to learn more about the work that
Peninsula Pride Farms members are doing to improve soil health and water quality.

Gov. Evers likes what he sees
in Kewaunee County farmers’ water efforts
PPF member showcases cover crops, digester during farm visit
By Mary Hookham for Peninsula Pride Farms

During his first State of the State
speech in January at the state Capitol,
Gov. Tony Evers declared 2019 would
be the “Year of Clean Drinking Water”
in Wisconsin.
On May 28, Evers stood on the edge
of a farm field in Kewaunee County
holding a clump of winter rye grass and
soil. The plant is used as a cover crop at
Deer Run Dairy to improve the health
of the soil, keep it from eroding and
hold manure fertilizer in place for the
plants and out of lakes and water wells.
After listening intently to farmers and
agronomists explain the benefits of
cover crops and a manure digester at the
farm, Evers seemed impressed.
“From contaminated wells to
lead services lines, we’ve got to do
more to improve Wisconsin’s water
infrastructure,” he said a day later.
“Peninsula Pride Farms’ Deer Run

Dairy is proof that we don’t have to
choose between supporting farmers and
keeping our water clean.”
Duane Ducat operates the dairy with
his son, Derek Ducat, and neighbor Dale
Bogart. The trio milks 1,500 cows and
runs 2,500 acres in the area with the help
of 32 employees. Duane emphasized
that conservation has always been part
of the plan for the farm, which is part of
Peninsula Pride Farms.
“I think it was important for (Evers)
to visit because he’s hearing our story,”
Duane said. “He’s hearing what we’re
doing to work with the community and
making sure that our water stays clean.”
FINDING SOLUTIONS
Kewaunee County has had water quality
issues for decades. Shallow soil depths
in certain areas and fractured bedrock

Continued on page 2
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Aug. 13 - Board meeting
Rio Creek Feed Mill, Luxemburg
PPF Field Day
Early Sept.

CONTACT PPF:
General Information:
Don Niles, chairman
donniles@dairy-dreams.com
(920) 621-3253

OUR MISSION:

As farmers and caretakers
of the environment, we are
committed to protecting,
nurturing and sustaining
our precious soil, water and
air. To foster environmental
stewardship, we will promote
practices with measurable
outcomes that secure and
enrich the future of our
shared community.

Gov. Evers visit (continued from page 1)
make the ground water susceptible to
conta mination from cow manure, which
is spread on fields as organic fertilizer,
and human waste from homeowners’
septic systems.
Peninsula Pride Farms was started in
2016 by local farmers and agribusiness
professionals
to
help
address
agriculture’s role in Kewaunee and
southern Door counties. The nonprofit
watershed conservation group promotes
and implements innovative practices
and technologies to protect surface and
ground water. Deer Run Dairy is one of
about 50 members.
Don Niles, president of PPF and a
dairy farmer in Casco, was excited to
have Evers visit.
“We’re delighted to have the governor
out here,” Niles said. “There are a lot of
good things happening up here on the
peninsula. We’re having some impact
with the different practices we’re trying
and with the communication –– we’re
trying to more effectively communicate
with our non-farm neighbors.”
Deer Run’s digester was installed in
2011 after the farm had grown to a
size that made an expensive digester
economically feasible. The digester

“

I think it was
important for (Evers)
to visit because he’s
hearing our story. He’s
hearing what we’re
doing to work with the
community and making
sure that our water
stays clean.
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- Duane Ducat
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Members of Peninsula Pride Farms, local government officials and Gov. Evers
pose for a photo in a field of winter rye at Deer Run Dairy.

reduces manure odor, produces
electricity, creates comfortable bedding
for the cows and decreases pathogens in
the manure. The pathogen reduction ––
by a thousandfold –– effectively means
manure from the 1,500 cows amounts to
that coming from 1½ cows.
The less-potent liquid manure can be
spread on crops throughout the summer
without burning the plants.
“We can put manure out when it’s
not as susceptible to runoff (or getting
into ground water),” Duane Ducat said.
“If you apply in the summertime when
it’s dry, that really helps. It’s best if the
manure is coming in as the chopper is
leaving the field.”
COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS
State Rep. Joel
Kitchens, a Republican from
Sturgeon Bay,
suggested that
the Democratic governor see
Rep. Joel Kitchens
firsthand the innovative practices
PPF members are using to protect and
improve water quality. Niles was thankful because the visit provided not only
an opportunity to showcase innovation
but also to gain input from the governor.
“This is all very encouraging to us
because here we have two different
political parties working together

to support what Kewaunee County
farmers are doing to take care of the
environment,” Niles said.
Kitchens was happy with the visit and
impressed by the results coming from
local farmers. He said producer-led
watershed grants from the state during
the past few years have helped farmers
make progress. Last year, 19 groups were
awarded a total of $558,246 through the
Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection program.
“Producer-led watershed grants are the
best way we can spend money to improve
the water quality situation,” Kitchens
said. “There’s a lot of really good work
happening in Kewaunee County; most
of that is due to the fact that the levels
of government have worked together
and continue to make farmers welcome
at the table. That’s the philosophy I’d like
to see across the state going forward.”
Barry Bubolz of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service, who advises the
farmer-led group, was grateful for the
chance to share with Evers the effective
results in the region.
“If we get the opportunity to show other
farmers, non-farmers and lawmakers the
positive aspects of cover crops and how
cover crops can improve soil health and
also protect water quality,” Bubolz said,
“those are great opportunities to spread
that message.”
Empowering farmers to innovate is
critical to continuous improvement on
Continued on page 3

Despite challenges, PPF remains focused

President’s Message

By Don Niles

Hello again to
the members of
Peninsula Pride
Farms, as well
as anybody else
receiving
this
newsletter. The
purpose of our newsletter is to take a
moment to reflect on what we have done
and look forward to what lies ahead.
It seems like I am always writing this
column at a time when we have been
struggling with what Mother Nature is
doing to us. This spring has been the
mother of all challenging crop years. In
response to that, we need to help prepare
our membership and our neighbors for
what lies ahead.
The last couple of autumns have
not been ideal for many of our newer
practices, such as the establishment
of cover crops. We can say, with great
confidence this year, that we will have
struggles with harvest and field work
going deep into November. Cold and
wet weather and imminent frost have
basically become the new norm. As a
result, we want to gather together later in
summer for a meeting to discuss different
cover crop and stewardship practices

that may offer us the best options this
year. If we are going to try something
different, it would be best to do the
planning when things are relatively quiet
rather than when we are up to our knees
in it this fall. Please keep an eye out for
that meeting’s announcement; it should
be a good one!
As far as recent activities, I think we
would all agree that the news stories
about farming practices and our local
environment have been much more
balanced. The news media and others
are looking at what we are doing and
seem to agree that we are on the right
path, with the right ideas.
When Governor Evers wanted to
know what is going on with water
quality, he asked our local assemblyman,
Joel Kitchens, who he should talk to.
Joel immediately told him he should talk
to the farmers who are driving toward
solutions, and he put him in contact
with us. It turned out to be a great visit.
Evers was impressed with the efforts
and attitude of Ducats’ Deer Run Dairy
and the other members of PPF. If he
would have made the same request a
few years back, there would not have
been a farmer-led group to answer the

Gov. Tony Evers examines winter rye cover
crop that was planted at Deer Run Dairy.

questions. Along with all that we do
on the farm, it is more important than
ever to keep the non-farming public
informed about what we do, how we do
it and, especially important, why we do it
the way we do.
I would like to say thanks to the entire
membership for all you do to promote
great farming practices and innovations
here on the peninsula. Thanks for all
your hard work!
- Don

Gov. Evers visit (continued from page 2)
water quality, said Tim Trotter, executive director of the Dairy
Business Association, which closely supports and promotes
the work of PPF and several other similar organizations,
including Yahara Pride Farms in south-central Wisconsin,
Lafayette Ag Stewardship Alliance in the southwest and the
Western Wisconsin Conservation Council in the northwest.
Trotter said it’s also important to engage with lawmakers
and regulators –– something his association does on behalf
of its member farmers and the businesses that support them
throughout Wisconsin.
“We know farmers want to be, and are, part of the solution,”
Trotter said. “Having them at the table as leaders of the
discussion will bring about better outcomes for both the
environment and farmers’ businesses. That’s why it was so
exciting to see the interaction at Deer Run Dairy.”

Duane Ducat and Dale Bogart of Deer Run Dairy talk about the
manure digestion system on their farm with Gov. Evers.
Peninsula Farmer | Summer 2019
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In the News
New manure technology highlighted at field day
By Lauren Brey for Peninsula Pride Farms

A massive machine with big potential
was the feature of the summer field
day hosted by Peninsula Pride Farms
and the Door-Kewaunee Watershed
Demonstration Farm Network.
About 50 farmers and agriculture
professionals had a chance to get up
close with a self-propelled liquid manure
applicator June 11 at Kinnard Farms.
“There are three big environmental
factors that make this equipment a
great tool for farmers,” Doug Sutter of
Vanderloop Equipment said. “You’re not
going down the road with large manure
tankers, you’re applying it at the right
time when the crop’s nutrient demand is
heaviest, and it is applied right into the
corn row so it is less likely to run off.”
Getting the nutrients to the plant at
the right time is important, said Nathen
Nysse, a certified crop adviser with Tilth
Agronomy, based in Hortonville, which
is a member of Peninsula Pride Farms.
“This system allows us to apply
nutrients to a living crop during the
growing season, giving us a bigger
window to get nutrients to the plant,”
Nysse said.

Field day attendees got a close-up look at the Agrometer
before it headed to the field for the demonstration.

The Agrometer Slurry Delivery System
(SDS) 8000 is about 120 feet wide with
a cab in the center flanked by two long
arms with hoses hanging down. It works
continuously in the field as manure is
pumped directly to the machine. It is
equipped with two macerators to ensure
even dosage across the full width of
the dribble bar. Manure is spread while
driving back and forth with the cabin
turning 180 degrees.
A pull-type unit was on display at the
field day as well.
This machine, from Denmark, is the
only one of its kind in the United States

and was headed to Calumet County for a
field day and will be in Canada later this
summer.
The idea is to apply nutrients close to
the ground, getting them in the right
place at the right time at the right rate.
To learn more about the Agrometer
equipment, contact Doug Sutter at
Vanderloop Equipment at (920) 9891517 or dougs@vanderloop.com.
Vanderloop Equipment, which has
sites in Beaver Dam, Brillion and Lena,
co-sponsored the field day with Door
County Daily News.

Smartphone scans give deeper dive into farmland conservation practices
What better way to explain new farming
technology than to use technology?
Using a smartphone, people are now
able to learn more about what is going
on in farm fields in Door and Kewaunee
counties. QR code signs are being posted
next to fields where various conservation
practices are being used.
Once the code is scanned, users
are linked to the PPF website
(peninsulapridefarmsinc.org) for details
on things like cover crops, split nitrogen
application, depth-to-bedrock testing
and soil texture mapping.
“These were designed to share what
farmers are doing to improve soil health
and water quality,” said Nathen Nysse,
4
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an agronomist at Tilth Agronomy and
PPF board member.
“It is an easy way for anyone to learn
more about what farmers are doing and
how it is beneficial. We’re really good at
doing our jobs, but we’re not good at
broadcasting what we’re doing. So, this
is an attempt to put some hardware out
there to show what we’re up to,” Nysse
said.
PPF announced the project in February
at its annual meeting.
A user’s smartphone must have an app
that can read QR codes and be connected
to the Internet.

Nathen Nysse, Tilth Agronomy, stands next to
a field at Kinnard Farms in the Town of Lincoln
that was planted with a triticale cover crop
using a no-till drill after silage harvest last fall.

PPF members:
Get your QR code signs!
Contact:
Nathen Nysse at (920) 858-5756
or Adam Barta at (920) 255-2703

PPF Partner Updates
Online tool gives guidance on manure spreading
By Rachel Rushmann, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

There is now a new version of
Wisconsin’s Runoff Risk Advisory
Forecast (RRAF) that gives farmers a
more localized look at the threat of
runoff when planning to spread manure.
The runoff forecast, available at
manureadvisorysystem.wi.gov, provides
maps in 4-kilometer grids that show
the short-term runoff risk for daily
application planning. The first version
of the RRAF provided all this data by
watershed basins. The new version
provides data on a finer scale and lets
farmers look at conditions close to
home.
The RRAF uses factors including soil
moisture, precipitation and temperature
forecasts, snow cover and land landscape
characteristics to make predictions. It is
updated twice daily by the National
Weather Service, using the same
computer models used to forecast floods.
In addition to the precipitation
forecast, the updated tool provides soil
temperatures and saturation based on
computer models. And, it is easier to
find previous day snapshots, a tool that
is often used to document adherence to

By Erica Olson, farmer network
and communications coordinator,

The RRAF interactive map as seen online at
manureadvisorysystem.wi.gov.

nutrient management plans.
When you open the RRAF, you will see
a statewide map. By clicking on the map,
you can zoom in on your specific area.
There is also a link to a video tutorial to
show you how to use the tool.
The runoff risk forecast does not
replace nutrient management planning
or emergency planning in case of manure
spills. It is a tool to help you make more
informed decisions when planning to
spread.

NEW & IMPROVED
Features of the updated Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast
online tool:
»» Runoff risk is shown at a much finer geographical scale
»» New tabs for maps showing:
• Forecast precipitation
• Modelled soil temperature
• Modelled soil saturation

Take the PPF Member Survey
PPF requests members take a brief
survey to understand what conservation
practices are being done on the land. This
survey will help PPF get a better idea
of how we can best track conservation
outcomes. The 2019 survey will be
launched in the early fall, and we will be

Discovery Farms
update

emailing, calling and texting until we are
at 100 percent participation.
To complete the survey, go to
peninsulapridefarms.org/about-us
If you have any questions, email
peninsulapridefarms@gmail.com.
Thank you in advance!

At UW Discovery Farms, our
mission is to perform on-farm water quality research and outreach,
guided by farmers like you, in order to understand the impact of
agriculture on water quality.
Peninsula Pride Farms has been
an important partner for us since
inception, and we applaud the
group’s proactive approach to
environmental stewardship and
collaborative learning.
In northeastern Wisconsin, we are
actively monitoring water quality
through two different research
projects. Edge-of-field tile drainage
monitoring is taking place at 24
sites in Brown, Door, Kewaunee,
Manitowoc and Shawano counties
using three levels of monitoring
intensity. Edge-of-field surface
runoff monitoring is taking place
in Kewaunee County on two
farms. Many of these sites are on
PPF members’ fields.
The 2019 growing season has
been challenging in more ways
than one, which has presented
our research efforts with unique
challenges and an opportunity
to dive deeper into the impacts
of extreme weather. We hope to
develop and provide approachable
solutions to mitigating negative
water quality impacts while
maintaining farm profitability.
For the latest UW Discovery
Farms information, check out our
website at uwdiscoveryfarms.org.
Click “subscribe” at the bottom of
the page to receive research results
and information about upcoming
events.
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Feature Story

D oor-Kewaunee Demo Farms:
2018 highlights, lessons learned

By Whitney Prestby, natural resources educator, UW-Extension Natural Resources Institute

The
Door-Kewaunee
Watershed
Demonstration Farms (DK Demo
Farms) last year found new ways to
improve soil health and infiltration rates
while reducing erosion and nutrient loss.
Each of the four farms in the program
made big strides in their adoption of
conservation practices. From planting
more cover crops, trying new mixes,
interseeding, planting corn or soybeans
into a green cover crop, and finding new
opportunities to apply manure to living
crops, each farm made progress and
contributed to the overall success of the
program.
2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Cover crops at Augustian Farms.
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Augustian Farms:
• Success with interseeding into
corn with alfalfa, eliminating
establishment year of alfalfa.
• Increasing interseeding using fourspecies mix (ryegrass, crimson
clover, red clover and tillage radish)
into corn at v4 stage. Following
seeding, the farm spins on urea and
cultivates. Considering increasing
the rate of red clover.
Brey Cycle Farm:
• Used a lot of sorghum sudangrass
forages and surface applied after
first cut.
• Cover crop winter rye was
harvested as a single cut and corn
was no-till planted.

Triticale was another cover crop planted at
Brey Cycle Farm.

Deer Run Dairy:
• No-tilled oats, peas, and new
seeding into a multiple species
cover crop, providing a good
establishment of alfalfa.
• Applied manure after every cutting
of alfalfa.
Kinnard Farms:
• Planted multi-species cover crop
field that was prone to pests. The
planted sorghum sudangrass grew
above and took care of pest issues.
• Denitrifying bioreactor using
woodchips to reduce nitrogen
runoff was installed with USGS
monitoring.

Deer Run Dairy hosted a field day in November
to examine cover crop success.

PPF activity update
Despite a challenging farm
economy, PPF members have
continued to try new practices,
engage with the community
and work toward improving our
environment.
The first half of the year has
touched on all three of these
areas. In addition to monthly
board meetings discussing ongoing
projects and engaging with the
local community, below are some
highlights:
Feb. – Annual meeting, launched
QR code signs
May – Gov. Tony Evers visited
Deer Run Dairy
June – Field day at Kinnard Farms
LESSONS LEARNED:
Because of wet conditions, farms have
shortened their corn silage varieties by
three to five days, allowing more time to
plant cover crops in the fall.
Farms have found that multi-species
cover crops are an excellent way to
condition the soil and build soil health.
Example of a mix that was cost
effective, increased soil health and
provided pollinator habitat: sorghum
sudangrass, annual ryegrass, purple-top
turnip and sunflowers.
Planting rates of winter rye are
dependent on when the cover crop
is planted. For August or September
planting, use a lower rate (20-30 pounds
per acre). If you’re planting in October

or November, use a higher rate (40-60
pounds per acre). Using a high rate in
late August or September will result in a
very dense winter rye stand in the spring
and can cause issues with termination.
Please note that these rates are planting
winter rye for soil health, not forage.
No-till planting corn into winter rye
cover crops offers many positives.
However, farms must be aware of
nitrogen needs earlier in the season.
Early applications of commercial
nitrogen may be necessary. Additionally,
it is critical that the farm monitors winter
rye growth in the spring.

To see conservation
in action,

text DKDemoFarms
to 88202

The bioreactor at Kinnard Farms.

to receive text message alerts
about Field Days on the Fly.

Upcoming events & activities:
Early Sept. – Creative cover crop
strategies field day. Watch email and
social media for details.
2019 cost-share program – Details
will be announced at the September
field day and promoted through our
newsletter, email and social media.
2019 member survey – See p. 5 for
more information.
Board meetings – All PPF
meetings are open to members. See
“Upcoming events” on the back
page for future dates and contact us
for time and location.
PPF
is
a
member-driven
organization and the board
welcomes your feedback.
If you have a practice you’ve tried
on your farm you’d like to showcase,
let us know! We are always looking
for field day ideas.
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Peninsula Pride Farms
E3576 Cardinal Rd
Casco, WI 54205

Dates to remember:
• Aug. 9 - Dairy sustainability
webinar, dairystrong.org
• Aug. 13 - Board meeting
• Sept. - Cover crop field day
• Sept. 10 - Board meeting
• Oct. 8 - Board meeting
• Nov. 12 - Board meeting
• Dec. 1 - Member surveys due

“ Peninsula Pride Farms’

Deer Run Dairy is proof
that we don’t have
to choose between
supporting farmers and
keeping our water clean.

More info at
peninsulapridefarms.org

- Gov. Tony Evers

peninsulapridefarms.org

”

