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A message from the president

Hello fellow farmers and supporters, 

As we begin a new year, it is appropriate 
to reflect on the significant progress 
and achievements we have made 
as a group. This past year brought 
opportunities for continued 
advancement in our sustainability 
journey, particularly through our 
sustainability project. We also had the 
honor of receiving a couple of awards 

in the last year that speak to our efforts and dedication to 
improving the environment, including the Lake Michigan 
Champion of Conservation award. It is truly something 
to be proud of, and I hope the recognition serves as a 
motivator for us to continue progressing.  

Our Conservation Conversations continue to be informative 
and a good time to meet and discuss with each other. 
This would not be possible without the hosts, speakers, 
supporters and attendees who made this season’s events 

fun and educational. We consistently had excellent 
attendance and a lot of interest from our members. It’s 
always impressive to see the innovations our neighbors 
are implementing on their farms, such as 3H Family Farm’s 
customized air-seeder and Heim Hillcrest Dairy’s drone 
applicator. It was also exciting to have Riesterer & Schnell 
demonstrate John Deere’s new see and spray technology. 
We thank you all for sharing and for providing these 
opportunities to gather and learn together. 

Remember to save the date for our Annual Meeting coming 
up on February 3. Please take note, this date is different 
than the last few years, since it’s earlier in the month of 
February and is on a Monday rather than a Tuesday. We look 
forward to an inspiring day of learning from exceptional 
speakers and our fellow farmers. All are welcome to attend! 

We’re always looking for more farmers and supporters to 
participate in our organization as we strive to continue 
strengthening our community and expanding our positive 
environmental impact. I encourage anyone who might 

IN THIS ISSUE

1.   President’s message

2.   Viste hired

3.   Farmer to Farmer Workshop

4.   Welcome 3H Family Farms

4.   Climate-Smart enrollment

5.   PPF recognized at Ag Summit

6.  Update from TNC

7.   PPF sustainability project

Duane Ducat, Peninsula 
Pride Farms President

continues on page 2

peninsulapridefarmsinc.org



2   |   2025 Winter Issue Peninsula Farmer 

be interested in learning more about PPF and getting 
involved to reach out to me or a fellow board member. 

Together, our dedication to our community, the 
environment and our farms is truly making an impact. 
Here’s to another year of growth ahead! 

Kind regards,  

Duane Ducat, PPF board president 

A message from the president
continued from page 1

Upcoming Events
PPF Annual Meeting 
Feb. 3

DATCP Producer-Led Annual Workshop 
Feb. 25

Viste joins sustainability team 
to support farmers in FSF 
Climate-Smart Program 

Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative 
added a sustainability project 
specialist to its sustainability team 
to support Edge’s Climate-Smart 
project in partnership with Farmers 
for Sustainable Food.  

Farmers for Sustainable Food 
is expanding farmer support 
throughout the FSF Climate-Smart 
Program by adding an additional 
sustainability project specialist. 

Marti Viste will assist farmers with enrollment through data 
collection and analysis. 

Viste has close ties to agriculture and experience working 
directly with farmers in her previous role as an agronomist 
at Rio Creek Feed Mill in Algoma, Wis. She is the fifth 
generation on her family’s farm, Vistren Farms, in Door 
County, Wis. 

“I’m deeply passionate about working with farmers and 
being involved in agriculture,” Viste said. “I’m thrilled to 
join the team and to work closely with farmers every day, 
supporting them through the FSF Climate-Smart Program.” 

Viste has a bachelor’s degree in agricultural education with 
a minor in animal science from the University of Wisconsin-
River Falls.  

Marti Viste, Sustainability 
project specialist

Scan the code for a list of all 
upcoming events!
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PPF Sustainability Farmer-to-Farmer Workshop recap
Using data to better understand on-farm sustainability 
and the environmental impact of farming practices is 
important to Peninsula Pride Farms members. For the 
past four years, as part of an ongoing sustainability 
project in collaboration with Farmers for Sustainable 
Food and Houston Engineering Inc., these farmers have 
used sustainability metrics to continue to inform their 
management decisions on the farm. 

Participants in the PPF Sustainability Project gathered 
at Kinnard Farms in July to review the findings from the 
fourth year of the project. Farmers had the opportunity 
to examine their own farms’ data and compare it to the 
averages of the whole group as well as state and national 
averages. The project involves 11 farms managing over 
34,000 acres with a combined total of over 40,000 head of 
dairy cattle. 

Several metrics in the project report showed positive 
progress across the group.  

“Overall, the project is doing really well in terms of water 
quality,” said Houston Engineering Scientist Nathaniel 
Baeumler. “This group has been doing a great job of 
mitigating the risk of excessive nitrogen loss to the 
environment throughout the four years of data collection.” 

It was found that, on average, more than two conservation 
farming practices, such as reduced tillage, cover crop 
and no-till practices, are used in the fields enrolled in the 
project. 

PPF farmers anticipate completing this project next year 
with a final year of data collection and analysis. 

During the afternoon, PPF farmers enrolled in the FSF 
Climate-Smart Program also reviewed their first-year 
results and began setting goals for the next crop year. 
Expanding on findings from the PPF Sustainability 
Project, the FSF Climate-Smart Program gathers more 
data and information to help showcase a more holistic 
understanding of each farm’s sustainability progress, 
and, if the farmer chooses, this program also helps 
facilitate conversations about sustainability throughout 
the supply chain, including connections between farmers 
and processors. In addition to environmental metrics, a 
financial analysis looking at the return on investment of 
conservation practices was reviewed. This portion of the 
program has six members participating with support from 
Fox. Data analysis from both projects provides a wealth of 
information to PPF farmers. By understanding their farms’ 
current environmental state, PPF farmers can be more 
strategic and effective in implementing new sustainable 
farming practices as they work toward protecting their 
natural resources and improving their surrounding 
community. 

The PPF Climate-Smart project in partnership with 
Farmers for Sustainable Food is open for enrollment. 
Farmers interested in learning more should visit https://
farmersforsustainablefood.com/climate-smart/. 

Thank you to our supporters:

Agropur

CliftonLarsonAllen 

Country Visions Cooperative 

Bank of Luxemburg 

DeBroux Custom Work LLC 

Farmers for Sustainable Food 

Green Bay Insurance Center 

GreenStone FCS 

Nicolet National Bank 

Riesterer & Schnell Inc 

Rio Creek Feed Mill 

Tilth Agronomy Group 

The Nature Conservancy 

Wisconsin DATCP
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Welcome new member – 3H 
Family Farms
Bryan Haberli of 3H Family Farms was looking for more 
opportunities to connect with fellow farmers and 
discuss sustainable farming methods, and he found just 
that when he joined Peninsula Pride Farms. 

“I’m passionate about 
no-till and using cover 
crops, and I’m always 
looking to learn new 
things,” Haberli said. 
“Being a part of PPF 
allows me to connect 
with other farmers who 
are open to trying new 
things and having those 
conversations.”  

Haberli milks about 60 
cows and manages 800 

acres on the same farm his grandfather bought in 1910. 
The multi-generational farm has been in his family since 
they first settled in America. 

Over the years, 3H Family Farms has grown and evolved 
into the innovative, dynamic farm it is today. From 
robotic milking to dribble bar manure application, Haberli 
isn’t afraid to try new ideas, especially when it comes to 
enhancing sustainability. 

“In our area of Door County, we don’t have a lot of topsoil 
to lose, so it’s important for us to use methods that 
protect our soils and eliminate erosion,” he said. “We’re 
entirely no-till, and we use cover crops on all our acres, 
which helps us retain moisture and improve the soil year 
after year.” 

Last spring, 3H Family Farms built their own customized 
interseeder, which PPF members had a chance to see 
during a Conservation Conversation. 

Haberli’s fresh, new ideas and insight will bring value 
to PPF as the group strives to leverage ingenuity and 
scientific research to improve the community, the 
environment and their farms. 

Enroll in the PPF Climate-
Smart Project today! 
Sign up is now open for PPF members to enroll  in year two 
of the Climate-Smart project and have the opportunity 
to receive financial compensation for participating in 
subsequent years – up to $9,000 per year.  

Through the Farmers for Sustainable Food Climate-Smart 
Program, you will receive data outcomes to inform your 
decision-making regarding conservation practices and 
potentially adding value to the food produced on the farm.   

There are no requirements in the program for you to 
implement any specific practices. Rather, you determine 
the critical environmental concerns in your area and then, 
by using technical tools and resources available through 
the program, you can evaluate the impact your changes 
are making on the identified concerns.   

In addition to the environmental aspect of the project, PPF 
members can participate in a complete financial analysis 
with conservation enterprises. You must complete the 
environmental portion to be eligible for the financial 
portion. If you are interested in this additional component, 
please let the FSF team know when you enroll.   

If you were enrolled for year one, you do not need to enroll 
again. You will be contacted by the FSF team when it is 
time for the next year of data collection.  

We encourage you to participate in this pivotal step in 
PPF’s sustainability journey.  

Spots are limited, so enroll today!  

If you are interested in enrolling, 
email climate-smart@voiceofmilk.com.   

Scan the code for 
more information on 

Climate-Smart.
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Peninsula Pride Farms Project recognized at Annual 
Sustainable Agriculture Summit

Peninsula Pride Farms, in partnership with Farmers 
for Sustainable Food and Houston Engineering, Inc., 
was honored as Field to Market’s 2024 Collaboration 
of the Year for their work on the Peninsula Pride Farms 
Sustainability Project. Field to Market: The Alliance for 
Sustainable Agriculture® is a diverse group of grower 
organizations; agribusinesses; food, feed, beverage, 
restaurant and retail companies; conservation groups; 
universities and public sector partners that focus on 
defining, measuring and advancing the sustainability 
of food; feed, fiber and fuel production. This award 
recognizes outstanding collaboration and cross-sector 
partnership in advancing continuous improvement of 
sustainability at the field and landscape level. 

The PPF Sustainability Project, in its fourth year, involved 
11 farms managing over 34,000 acres and 40,000 head 
of dairy cattle in Door and Kewaunee Counties, Wis. The 

project will be completed next 
year with five years of data 
collection and analysis. 

The farmers involved in this 
project use sustainability 
metrics to inform their farm 
management decisions. 
They have demonstrated 
continuous improvement 
in sustainability and water 
quality. Key findings from 
the PPF Sustainability 

Project year four results can be found here: https://
peninsulapridefarmsinc.org/2024/08/29/peninsula-pride-
farms-showcases-sustainability-through-four-year-
project/ 

Data is based on analysis by Houston Engineering 
Inc. using Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable 
Agriculture’s Fieldprint Platform®.  

“Collaborating with Houston Engineering to support 
members of Peninsula Pride in driving positive change is 
making a great impact, and the data continues to prove 
that,” Lauren Brey, Farmers for Sustainable Food managing 
director, said. “We’re honored to receive this award and 
incredibly proud of the farmers who are committed 
to measuring conservation progress and making 
improvements.” 

In addition to PPF’s project, two other award recipients 
were honored by Field to Market. Learn more about Field 
to Market and the 2024 Sustainability Leadership Awards 
at www.fieldtomarket.org/awards.  

PPF extends a sincere thank you to the farmers, partners 
and everyone involved in making this project a continued 
success - bettering the environment, our community and 
our farms!  

“We’re honored to receive this award and 
incredibly proud of the farmers who are 
committed to measuring conservation 
progress and making improvements.”

-Lauren Brey, Farmers for Sustainable Food managing director
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An update from The Nature Conservancy: Continuing our 
commitment to nature and people
Written by Emily Zimmerman, PhD, Director of Agricultural Strategies 

For many Wisconsinites, some of 
life’s most memorable experiences 
are rooted in the state’s iconic food 
and natural beauty. From sharing that 
perfect ear of summer sweet corn 
to savoring fresh, squeaky cheese 
curds to spending time at the lake or 
in the woods with loved ones, these 
cherished moments are made possible 
in large part because of the hard work 
and dedication of our state’s farmers. 
At The Nature Conservancy (TNC), we 

recognize the important role that agriculture and farmers 
play in protecting the land and water we depend on. 
Farmers are at the heart of sustaining nature for people, 
and we are proud to support them.  

Empowering and supporting farmers to adopt 
conservation practices that align with their business goals 
is vital to TNC’s mission. We are grateful to support the 
efforts of the producer-led watershed groups – including 
LASA, Peninsula Pride Farms, and Sheboygan River 
Progressive Farmers – in their work to improve soil health 
and water quality, address climate change and sustain 
rural communities. In addition to supporting over 16 
producer-led watershed groups through TNC programs, 
TNC in Wisconsin is working to accelerate the adoption 
of regenerative agriculture using a variety of strategies, 
including developing corporate partnerships, influencing 
public policy, and using science-based approaches. 

Feed in Focus (FiF): This industry-led effort helps U.S. 
dairy farms improve feed production and efficiency while 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and contributing 
to improved water quality and soil health. In Wisconsin, 
TNC has partnered with Foremost Farms to provide dairy 
farmers with tailored technical support and financial 
assistance to implement conservation practices such as 
cover crops, reduced till and no-till, crop rotation, nutrient 
stewardship, grazing and feed management, and edge-
of-field practices. Since 2022, more than a dozen farmers 
in Wisconsin have enrolled in FiF, directly impacting over 
10,000 acres and influencing more than 42,000 acres 
across Wisconsin. 

The Clean Water Initiative: For the past five years, a 
coalition of diverse partners, including Clean Wisconsin, 
The Dairy Business Association, Wisconsin Land + Water, 
and TNC, has been working together to achieve clean 
water goals while supporting resilient farms. The coalition 
has focused on advancing shared policy approaches to 
ensure clean drinking water, increase the efficiency and 
efficacy of the confined animal feeding operation (CAFO) 
program, support current conservation efforts and foster 
innovation, and improve Wisconsin’s nonpoint source 
program.  

The Upper Mississippi River (UMR) Foodscape: The 
foodscape approach is an innovative, science-based 
approach to accelerating regenerative agriculture on 
the landscape. TNC has invested in five foodscapes – 
geographic areas with similar biophysical characteristics, 
land and farm management, and socioeconomic attributes 
– around the world, including in the UMR basin. The UMR 
Foodscape covers 83 counties in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa and Illinois. In this region, TNC is investing in 
developing and expanding agricultural markets, 
supporting farmer-to-farmer networks, advancing 
partnerships and policies, and collaborating with farmer 
advisors – all to expand the adoption of soil health 
practices and diverse crop rotations, livestock and grazing, 
agroforestry, and edge of field practices. Adoption of 
these practices builds resilient food systems that benefit 
both nature and people.  

At The Nature Conservancy, we are proud to partner with 
farmers in their dedication to improving soil health and 
water quality, addressing climate change, and sustaining 
rural communities. We remain committed to working 
with producer-led watershed groups and other partners 
to ensure Wisconsin’s lands and waters can continue to 
sustain communities for generations to come.  

For more information on TNC’s work in Wisconsin and 
worldwide, visit www.nature.org/wisconsin.   

Emily Zimmerman, 
TNC Director of 
Agricultural Strategies
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Peninsula Pride Farms showcases sustainability through four-
year project
Farmer-led group shares key findings from data-driven initiative 

Using data to better understand on-farm sustainability 
and the environmental impact of farming practices is 
important to Peninsula Pride Farms’ members. For the 
past four years, as part of an ongoing sustainability project 
in collaboration with Farmers for Sustainable Food, these 
farmers have used sustainability metrics to inform their 
farm management decisions.  

The release of the PPF Sustainability Project year four 
results demonstrates continuous improvement in 
sustainability and water quality among this group of 
farmers in Door and Kewaunee Counties. 

Eleven farms managing over 34,000 acres and 40,000 head 
of dairy cattle participated in this project. The project will 
be completed next year, with five years of data collection 
and analysis. 

“Even though Peninsula Pride Farms is nearly 10 years old, 
our members remain as committed as ever to measuring 
the impact our farming practices have on our natural 
resources and finding new ways to improve when it comes 
to conservation,” PPF member and co-owner of Cornette 
Dairy, Paul Cornette, said. “This project serves as an 
excellent example of their commitment.” 

Key findings from the PPF Sustainability Project year four 
results include: 

•	 Conservation practices: On average, farms use 
two or more conservation practices in each of their 
analyzed fields. The most used sustainable farming 
practices within the group include reduced tillage, 
cover crops, no-till and grassed waterways. 

•	 Water quality: Of the reported acreage, 91% has 
mitigated the risk of excessive nitrogen loss to the 
subsurface. 

•	 Soil erosion: The average rate of soil erosion for 
corn grain over the four-year project period was 
0.97 tons per acre per year, significantly lower than 
the state benchmark of 3.5 tons per acre per year 
for corn grain. 

•	 Energy use: The group’s energy use, 209,632 btu 
per ton for corn silage, measured 33% better than 
the national indicator. 

Data is based on analysis by Houston Engineering 
Inc. using Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable 
Agriculture’s Fieldprint Platform®. 

“I continue to be amazed by the commitment these 
farmers have to this project, to the environment and to 
continuous improvement of their farming practices,” 
Lauren Brey, Farmers for Sustainable Food managing 
director, said. “The consistently positive results, especially 
regarding water quality, are extremely encouraging, and 
we look forward to presenting the final results from this 
project next year.” 

Learn more about Peninsula Pride Farms and the group’s 
sustainability efforts at peninsulapridefarms.org. 
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