
PENINSULA FARMER
Farming with pride  |  The official newsletter of Peninsula Pride Farms

Summer 2026

A message from the president

Hello fellow farmers, members and 
supporters,  

I continue to be impressed by the 
advancements in our watershed. 
Through collaboration and being 
open to new ideas, we are making 
continuous improvements and 
proving that sustainable farming is 
effective. We should all be proud of the 
positive impact we’re making in our 

communities and on the farm.  

Partnerships and collaborative efforts are what continue to 
strengthen our group and have allowed us to grow, one of 
those partners being the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources. Additionally, we are working on new projects 
with the Door-Kewaunee Demonstration Farms Network 
to evaluate the effectiveness of insecticide-treated seeds 
compared to untreated seeds and to conduct soil testing for 
biomass breakdown. These new projects and partnerships 
continue to excite and motivate us in our sustainability 
efforts. 

As we look to expand our reach, we’ve opened up new 
opportunities for sponsorships at gold, silver or contributor 
levels. Any business, organization or individual interested 
in supporting PPF in our mission to promote sustainable 
farming is welcome to participate at the sponsorship level 
of their choice. If you know anyone who aligns with our goals 
and would like to partner with us, please pass along our 
information. 

Summer is in full swing, which means our annual Summer 
Picnic is right around the corner. Mark your calendars and 
plan to attend on Wednesday, August 26, at Heim’s Hillcrest 
Dairy. All are welcome to join us for this celebration. If you 
know a neighbor or fellow farmer interested in learning 
more about conservation, please encourage them to join us. 
I look forward to seeing everyone there! 

Kind regards,  
Duane Ducat, PPF board president 
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Adam Kramer is an award-winning 
agronomist and conservationist 
known for his boots-in-the-field 
approach to sustainable farming. 
Based in Door County, he has 
built his career around advancing 
both production agriculture and 
environmental stewardship. 

Raised on a cow-calf and row-crop 
farm in southwest Iowa, Kramer 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Agricultural Studies with a minor 

in Agronomy from Iowa State University. His passion for 
soil health and conservation deepened after moving near 
his grandfather’s farm in the Driftless Area. 

“On my grandfather’s farm, I saw firsthand the 
importance of protecting water quality while also 
supporting profitability,” Kramer said.  

Kramer went on to establish Black Sand Granary to 
help farmers adopt data-driven conservation practices, 
including no-till systems, cover crops, extended crop 
rotations and field border restoration. His work focuses 
on practical, measurable solutions that improve soil 
health and strengthen long-term sustainability.  

“I believe agriculture and the environment must work in 
symbiosis,” he said. “Farmers are in a special position to 
be leaders of meaningful environmental change.” 

Kramer was on the Iowa Certified Crop Adviser 
board amid the Des Moines Water Works litigation, 
an experience that further shaped his commitment 
to proactive, farmer-led conservation solutions. 
Throughout his career, he has championed the idea 
that science, research and collaboration are essential to 
protecting both farmland and natural resources. 

His leadership and innovation have earned him some 
of agriculture’s highest honors, including: USDA 
Conservationist of the Year (2022), International CCA of 
the Year (2020) and Iowa CCA of the Year (2019).  

Kramer was drawn to PPF for its farmer-led approach and 
commitment to using university research and scientific 
partnerships to address local environmental challenges 
across the Door-Kewaunee Peninsula. 

As an adviser to PPF, he brings internationally recognized 
expertise in agronomy, conservation and strategic 
planning. His experience with GIS technology, replicated 
soil testing and spatial data analysis can help support 
PPF’s ongoing work to improve water quality and expand 
sustainable farming practices throughout the region. 

“In order to create lasting environmental progress, we 
need to work together, share knowledge and lead by 
example so that we can create a healthier future for the 
next generation,” Kramer said. 

Upcoming Events

PPF Summer Field Day & Membership 
Picnic  
Aug. 26

Cost-share program and member 
conservation practice survey launches 
September

Cost-share program and member 
conservation practice survey deadline 
Dec. 1

Meet new PPF board advisor: Adam Kramer    

Adam Kramer,
PPF adivsor
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Thank you to our supporters:
Badger Tiling LLC 

Bank of Luxemburg 

Bayland Buildings 

CliftonLarsonAllen 

Country Visions Cooperative 

CP Feeds 

Farmers for Sustainable Food 

Forage Storage Solutions LLC 

GreenStone Farm Credit Service 

Luxemburg Motors Company Inc 

Nicolet National Bank 

Riesterer & Schnell Inc 

Rural Insurance Co 

Schwahn Seed LLC 

The Nature Conservancy 

Tisch Mills Farm Center 

United Cooperative 

Vanderloop Equipment 

Vita Plus/Cornette Farm Supply 

WI DATCP 

Grassed waterways project helps prevent erosion and 
sediment loss

Peninsula Pride Farms held its June Conservation 
Conversation on June 18 at Deer Run Dairy in Kewaunee, 
Wis. Over 23 farmers, neighbors and community 
members gathered to learn more about the new grassed 
waterway project installed to help prevent erosion after 
heavy rainfall events. 

PPF member and farm owner, Duane Ducat, worked with 
Badger Tiling and Barry Bubulz of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to design and implement the 
project.  

“We wanted to reestablish a waterway where one was 
needed to help with erosion control and sediment loss 
prevention,” Ducat said. “Because of its geography, a lot 
of water moves through this field after a heavy rain, and 
we needed a way to better manage seasonal water.” 

The waterway measures 2,800 feet in length, and the 
grass will help slow down the flow of water, significantly 
reducing gully erosion. A wood fiber mat was used instead 
of straw to enhance durability. It is expected to have a 
lifespan of 10 to 15 years, with proper maintenance being 
key to ensuring its longevity. 

Implementing other sustainable practices in this field will 
benefit the entire system and create long-term success. 

“Combining a grassed waterway with cover crops and no-
till creates a more effective system to prevent erosion, 
sediment and nutrient loss,” Barry said. 

For more information about Peninsula Pride Farms 
and upcoming Conservation Conversations, visit 
peninsulapridefarms.org. 
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Peninsula Pride Farms celebrates 10-year anniversary at 
annual meeting 
Peninsula Pride Farms held its annual meeting on Feb. 3 
at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. More than 85 farmers, ag 
professionals and community members came to listen 
to an impressive lineup of speakers and to discuss the 
advancements made by the farmer-led watershed group 
over the past year. This year’s meeting was especially 
meaningful as the group marked its 10th anniversary. 

PPF President Duane Ducat of Deer Run Dairy welcomed 
attendees and provided updates on the organization and 
its 2026 goals. 

“It requires significant cooperation and coordination to 
keep Peninsula Pride Farms going for a strong 10 years,” 

Ducat said. “I want to thank each and every one of you for 
your contributions to our group, and I am excited about 
what the next 10 years will bring.” 

Dr. Larry Roth, vice president of nutrition for Agrarian 
Solutions, presented different strategies to prevent 
mycotoxins and what farmers can do to help protect their 
livestock from them. Mycotoxins are toxins produced by 
molds due to changes in temperature or moisture and can 
negatively impact feed quality. 

“Anything farmers can do to improve soil helps us prevent 
mycotoxins and helps create crops with greater hygiene,” 
Dr. Roth said. 

Proud to 
support 
Wisconsin 
agriculture

800.369.0226  |  NicoletBank.com
member fdic

Real People. Real Conversations.
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Regenerative farming expert Barry Fisher, recently retired 
from the Soil Health Division of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, explained how to be more 
intentional in making soil health management decisions on 
the farm. 

He shared that understanding the root cause of issues, 
such as aggregate instability, poor infiltration or depletion 
of organic matter, is the first step in addressing them. 
To tackle these concerns, it’s important to adopt a more 
strategic approach. This could involve cover crop mixes, 
crop rotation diversification, precision planting or other 
techniques. 

“I challenge you to create opportunities to make 
substantial gains in your crop rotation because once you 
see the benefits of diversity, you won’t go back,” Fisher 
said. 

Farmers for Sustainable Food Strategic Account Manager 
Marti Viste shared results from PPF’s 2025 Member 
Conservation Practice Survey. 

The survey involved 62 farms and showed an increase in 
conservation practices compared to 2024 and 2023. 

Jimmy Emmons, assistant chief of the NRCS, shared 
updates on current priorities and future goals. He 
discussed the agency’s new Regenerative Pilot Program, a 
whole-systems approach to outcome-based conservation 
launched in December. 

Emmons, Fisher and Roth participated in a panel 
discussion alongside local farmer Nick Guilette and Bill 

Powel-Smith, the owner of LandCares. The discussion, 
moderated by Barry Buboltz, focused on the conservation 
outlook for the next 10 years. 

Special guests in attendance shared their appreciation for 
PPF and the impact the group has had on others across 
the state. 

“I want to thank all of you for being a model for others 
across the state and showing that this can work,” 
Wisconsin State Senator André Jacque (R-New Franken) 
said. 

“You catalyzed change across the state, so hats off to 
you,” said Jeff Volts, DNR director of agriculture and water 
quality. 

During the business portion of the meeting, Jacob Brey, 
vice president, Brey Cycle Farm; Lee Kinnard, Kinnard 

Farms; Jeremy Heim, Heim’s Hillcrest Dairy; Nick Guilette, 
Guilette Farms; and Jeff Kohnle, Tisch Mills Farm Center, 
were re-elected to the PPF board of directors. 

Other board members are Duane Ducat, president, Deer 
Run Dairy; Chris Schneider, treasurer, Nicolet National 
Bank; Nathen Nysse, secretary, Tilth Agronomy Group; 
Eric Olson, Olson Family Farm; Mike Vandenhouten; Ben 
Kinnard, East Maplewood Dairy; Paul Cornette, Cornette 
Dairy; Adam Barta, Rio Creek Feed Mill and Barry Buboltz, 
Demo Farms. 
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Proof of progress 20 years later on Kewaunee County farms 
Laura Paletta, Agriculture Water Quality Outreach Specialist with UW-Madison Extension

There have been significant efforts to help understand 
how field management can improve Northeastern 
Wisconsin’s surface water issues from programs like 
Discovery Farms, part of the UW–Madison Extension 
Agriculture Water Quality Program, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and Door Kewaunee 
Demonstration Farm Network with funding for the 
project from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. Since 
2004, these programs have been working with farmers 
in Kewaunee County to better understand how practices 
like cover crops and no-tillage can help keep nutrients on 
fields and out of waterways, positively impacting water 
quality. 

Discovery Farms conducted edge of field monitoring 
at a dairy farm in Kewaunee County from 2004-2008 
(called “Farm A”). The program started monitoring fields 
at two more dairy farms in Kewaunee County in 2021, 
which continues today (Farms “B” and “C”). All three 
farms are large dairies and all the study fields receive 
dairy manure applications. Water runoff is collected 
throughout the year at monitoring stations and samples 
are sent to a laboratory to test for sediment and nutrient 
concentrations. This allows us to calculate the amount of 
losses running off the fields throughout the year. 

When monitoring started at Farm A, more intensive tillage 
was used (three passes) and there were no cover crops in 
their rotation. This was common management in the early 
2000’s in the area. Today, Farms B and C use no-tillage 
and grow cover crops every year. No-tillage and cover 
crops are practices that are known to reduce sediment 
and nutrient losses, keeping them on the field and out of 
waterways. 

Figure 1 shows the average annual soil and total 
phosphorus losses that occurred on all fields when alfalfa 
or corn silage was being grown. Field A is shown on the left 
(2004-2008), with the losses from Farms B and C shown 
on the right (2021-2025). 

When trying to limit losses, keeping the soil covered as 
much as possible year round is key. The years that alfalfa 
was grown show lower losses compared to corn years on 
all the farms. Alfalfa is one type of perennial forage crop 
that keeps soil covered throughout the year. Cover crops 
are another way to protect the soil throughout the winter 
and spring months when soil is typically bare. No-tillage 
systems help to minimize soil disturbance, keeping soil in 
place, rather than it being washed away with runoff. 

Figure 1 displays one indicator of progress for Kewaunee 
County and surrounding areas that have heavier, clay soils 
where water does not infiltrate as quickly as other soil 
types.   

continues on page 7

Scan here to read the 
complete article.

Figure 1.
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Farmers in Door and Kewaunee Counties embrace new 
conservation practices 
2025 Annual Report highlights sustainable farming progress

Scott Jeanquart and his family are early 
pioneers in sustainable farming. They’ve 
always been open to trying new things 
on their dairy farm, Bryersquart Farm in 
Forestville, Wis., to improve soil health 
and sustain their farm for the next 
generation. 

The Jeanquarts have been planting cover 
crops to help prevent soil erosion for over 

30 years, long before sustainable practices became more 
widespread. They also installed filter strips over 40 years 
ago, which are still in operation today. 

Scott and his wife, Stacie, became official partners on the 
farm with Scott’s parents in 2015. They have five boys, 
ages 13, 11, 7, 5 and 2, who are already passionate about 
the farm and involved in any way they can. 

“I’ve always been committed to preserving our land for 
the next generation,” Jeanquart said. “I want my children 
to have an easy transition and be successful on the farm 
one day, so maintaining and improving our soil health is 
important for their future.” 

Over the years, Jeanquart has continued to find new 
ways to improve soil health and increase organic matter 
content.  

Jeanquart has been a member of Peninsula Pride Farms 
for over six years. He enjoys connecting and learning from 
other members of the group. 

“I’ve had the opportunity to connect with members 
who manage farms of all sizes, and we’ve all benefited 
from sharing our experiences and knowledge with one 
another,” he said. “Attending different field days has also 
been rewarding and eye-opening. I often learn something 
new that I can apply to our farm.” 

Annual survey results 

As part of their PPF membership, the Jeanquarts 
participated in the 2025 annual Member Conservation 
Practice Survey. This is the seventh year the group has 
documented and shared its collective sustainability 
efforts and progress with the entire community. 

The group, composed of 64 farmers, implemented 
various conservation practices, including planting 22,860 
acres of cover crops, using no-till on 38,559 acres and 
planting into cover crops (otherwise known as “planting 
green”) on 9,203 acres. Members are also following a 
nutrient management plan on 88,407 acres.   

The potential benefits of these practices: 

•	 Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 5,603 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents, equal to 
greenhouse gas emissions produced by 1,334 cars 
driven for a year. 

•	 Prevention of sediment loss from farm fields of 51,046 
tons, equivalent to 5,105 dump trucks worth of soil. 

•	 Reduction of phosphorus runoff by 72,758 pounds, 
potentially preventing 36.4 million pounds of algae 
growth in local water bodies.  

•	 Data was analyzed by Houston Engineering, Inc. and 
Farmers for Sustainable Food. 

Farmers interested in joining PPF can find out more 
information at peninsulapridefarmsinc.org. 

By the numbers 

Number of acres covered by conservation practices 
among Peninsula Pride Farms members:  

*Multiple conservation practices can be used on a farm 
field 

Potential impact of conservation practices in 2025: 

Phosphorus runoff reduction ― 72,758 pounds 

Sediment erosion reduction ― 51,046 tons 

Carbon dioxide emission reduction ― 5,603 metric tons 

2019 ― 197,405 
2020 ― 224,242 
2021 ― 371,783 
2022 ― 388,789  

2023 ― 289,996 
2024 ―229,965 
2025 ―331,559

Scott Jeanquart
Bryersquart Farm
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